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FSA BIKE Festival Garda Trentino 2019  

 

Dear Media Representatives, 

 

Welcome to Riva del Garda for the 26th FSA BIKE Festival Garda Trentino (3–5 May 2019). 

 

This mountain bike extravaganza at Lake Garda has always marked the start of the new season 

for all cycling fans and promises three solid days of off-road action. Visitors can expect to enjoy 

a weekend festival packed with a whole host of events and sporting highlights. 

 

Pulling in tens of thousands of cycling enthusiasts to the festival site on an annual basis, this 

year’s event is set to be bigger than ever. More than 170 exhibitors will be in attendance to 

showcase around 350 brands along with all the season’s latest innovations and trends. Visitors 

can discover everything they need to know, get advice from the experts, and even try out new 

bikes on test tracks and guided tours. 

 

The king of all disciplines is the Rocky Mountain BIKE Marathon, which sees around 2000 

participants from the international MTB scene battling it out for victory. There’s also the Scott 

Enduro Series 2019, which is where adrenaline junkies can fill their boots, and the Scott Junior 

Trophy for up-and-coming MTBers to show what they’re made of. 

 

Two of the race formats are specially designed to focus on fun: the Bosch eMTB Challenge 

supported by Trek calls for a strong sense of direction in addition to technique and stamina, 

which also goes for the GHOST Recon Ride, which is new to the festival programme for 2019. 

 

Even those who aren’t competing can get their fix of fun and adrenaline thanks to the 

fantastic entertainment programme running alongside the race tracks. The open night 

held in the exhibition area on the Saturday evening, for example, should be top of 

everyone’s list. And then, of course, we’ll also be celebrating 30 years of BIKE, Europe’s 

first mountain biking magazine, and what better way to recall fond memories of 1989 

than with a full selection of 80s classics? 

 

We hope you enjoy the three exciting days on offer at the 26th FSA BIKE Festival Garda 

Trentino 2019 and look forward to seeing your media coverage. 
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The 26th FSA BIKE Festival at a glance 

 

 

Name:    FSA BIKE Festival Garda Trentino 

 

Dates:      3–5 May 2019 

 

Location:    Riva del Garda, Trentino, Italy 

 

Promoter:     BIKE – das Mountainbike Magazin (www.bike-magazin.de) 

 

Organiser(s):    Ley Events GmbH, Hamburg (www.ley-events.de) 

Delius Klasing Verlag, Bielefeld (www.delius-klasing.de) 

         

Visitors:    45,000 festival visitors, around 3500 active participants 

 

Event arena:   174 exhibitors, 350 brands, 1000 test bikes  

 

Programme: Guided tours, test tracks, entertainment shows, party 

 

Races/Events:   Rocky Mountain BIKE Marathon (4 May, 7:30 a.m.) 

    Scott Enduro Series (5 May, 8:30 a.m.) 

    Bosch eMTB Challenge supported by Trek (3 May, 12 noon) 

    GHOST Recon Ride (3 May, 12:30 p.m.) 

    Scott Junior Trophy (5 May, from 10:30 

 

Party:   Open night, exhibition area (4 May, 7:00 p.m.) 

    BIKE 30th anniversary party, marina (4 May, 10:30 p.m.)  

 

Sponsors:  Headline sponsor: FSA 

Main sponsors: Continental, Bosch, Scott, Rocky Mountain, 

Ghost, Trek 

  

http://www.bike-magazin.de/
http://www.ley-events.de/
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For e-mountain bikers: 
Bosch eMTB Challenge supported by Trek (3 May, 12 noon)  
 
Now here’s an event that calls for real versatility, as the eMTB Challenge puts riders through 

their paces on a course spanning around 48 kilometres in length and 650 metres in elevation. 

Since the race format has been increasing in size since it first launched back in 2017, the 

number of participants has been limited to just 150 riders this year. The event combines various 

elements from the enduro, trail and orienteering rally disciplines. Rider technique and stamina 

are just as important as a strong sense of direction and clever battery management, as the 

challenge requires the riders to complete five different stages with a combination of uphill, 

downhill and orienteering sections. The three scoring categories allow bikers of various abilities 

to take part in the eMTB Challenge and experience the incredible atmosphere of the 

competition for themselves.  

 
For everyone: 
GHOST Recon Ride (3 May, 12:30 p.m.) 

 
Introducing a brand-new, action-packed event for anybody who is more interested in the overall 

cycling experience than winning a place on the podium: the GHOST Recon Ride allows anyone 

aged 18 or over (or 16 or over if accompanied by a legal guardian) to take part using any type of 

bike. All participants receive a map featuring various GPS/reference points ahead of time before 

making a staggered start in teams of two. The course itself spans around 35 kilometres in 

length and 600 metres of elevation around Lago di Ledro. Riders have a set time in which they 

are required to find various landmarks and action stations in addition to completing a series of 

fun tasks that demand skill, muscular strength and brains. There’s even a paddling contest in 

the mountain lake. Points are awarded for each landmark and completed action. 

 

For endurance lovers: 
Rocky Mountain BIKE Marathon 2019 (4 May, 7:30 a.m.)  
 
The Rocky Mountain BIKE Marathon is the sporting highlight of the FSA BIKE Festival 

Garda Trentino. Every year, around 2500 mountain bikers sign up to compete in one of 

the most prestigious endurance races in Europe. Participants can choose between four 

distances that vary in difficulty level from beginner through to professional standard. The 

marathon course includes stretches of public highways, countryside, forests and hiking 

trails. All distances offer attractive and – in part – challenging trails around the MTB El 

Dorado on Lake Garda.  
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The routes: 

 Ronda Extrema (marathon)  

88.78 km, 3,933 m elevation 

 

 Ronda Grande (challenging course) 

72.10 km, 2,987 m elevation 

 

 Ronda Piccola (mini course) 

42.05 km, 1,667 m elevation 

 

 Ronda Facile (beginner course) 

28.23 km, 702 m elevation 

 
 
For adrenaline junkies: 
Scott Enduro Series 2019 (5 May, 8:30 a.m.) 

 
2019 will see the Scott Enduro Series enter into its second season. From its starting point in 

Riva del Garda, it really does pull out all the stops with trails around the old castle in Arco 

offering not only a sporting challenge, but also spectacular views across Lake Garda. The finish 

line lies right in the heart of the old town of Arco. The Enduro Series extends across all three 

BIKE Festivals in Riva del Garda, Willingen (Germany) and Saalfelden Leogang (Austria). The 

top riders of the season are selected in six different categories: Elite Men, Elite Women and Pro 

Masters, in addition to the public-domain classes of Open Men, Open Women and Open Junior 

male. Daily winners are announced in each category along with an overall winner at the end of 

the series. 

 

Additional stages of the Scott Enduro Series 2019: 

 

19 May:  BIKE Festival Willingen (as the German Enduro Championship) 

15 September:  BIKE Festival Saalfelden Leogang (series finale) 
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For the younger generation:  
Scott Junior Trophy (5 May, from 10:30 a.m.)  
 
The Scott Junior Trophy is the highlight of the final day of the festival where the 

mountain-bike stars of the future go head to head. Competing on the same courses as 

the adults, battling it out to the same finish lines as the pros, and revelling in the 

encouragement of the cheering spectators is an indescribable feeling for these up-and-

coming young bikers. Boys and girls aged from 3 to 14 (school years 2005–2016) 

compete on various circuits of different lengths. But regardless of their competitive spirit, 

fun should always be the number-one priority and so every child receives a participation 

medal to make them feel like a winner. The three fastest riders in each category will also 

receive exciting non-cash prizes and a coveted spot on the podium.  

 

The starting classes: 

 

 2015–2016 age group:  1 lap / 350 metres  10:30 a.m. start 

 2013–2014 age group:   2 laps / 700 metres 11:00 a.m. start 

 2011–2012 age group:  3 laps / 1050 metres 11:30 a.m. start 

 2009–2010 age group:   5 laps / 1750 metres 12:30 p.m. start 

 2007–2008 age group:   7 laps / 2450 metres 13:00 p.m. start 

 2005–2006 age group:     10 laps / 3500 metres 13:30 p.m. start 

 

 

Aerial performers: 
Garda Trentino Freestyl’ Air Show  
(3 May 1:30 and 4:30 p.m., 4 May 1:00 and 5:00 p.m.) 
 

It’s not only the races that are buzzing with excitement – the entertainment programme 

is also set to be a spectacular affair. The Garda Trentino Freestyl’ Air Show in Piazza 

Garibaldi is where aerial performers will be treating onlookers to a most impressive 

programme. The young, wild and talented riders from France will be amazing spectators 

with their repertoire of tricks and stunts, featuring a creative combination of street trail 

and freestyle BMX with elements of free running, parcours and breakdancing. There are 

sure to be gasps of excitement from the crowds as the flying artists whirl across the 

market square on their kickboards.   
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World champion:  
Tom Oehler Trial Show presented by Crankworx Innsbruck  
(4 May 3 p.m., 5 May 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m., BIKE stage) 

 

Playing with gravity: The Trial Show presented by Crankworx Innsbruck offers the perfect 

platform for former bike trial world champion to demonstrate exactly how his World 

Championship capabilities even extend to performing on stage. This will be the third time that 

the Austrian has featured at the BIKE Festival in Riva del Garda to showcase exactly what he 

can do on two wheels in even the tightest of spaces. Expect nothing less than the wow factor – 

after all, no one can pull off tricks better than Tom Oehler. A total of three shows have been 

scheduled for the BIKE stage – prepare to be amazed. 
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Press contact 

 

Please contact our press team with any questions relating to the 26th FSA BIKE Festival Garda 

Trentino: 

 

 

Delius Klasing Verlag 

Kirsten Elschner 

+49 175 662 05 35 

k.elschner@delius-klasing.de 

 

 

Vitesse (Italy) 

David Evangelista 

+39 348 411 20 61 

d.evangelista@vitesseonline.it    

 

 

For the latest news, reports and results, visit https://riva.bike-festival.de/en/. For press 

information and images, visit https://riva.bike-festival.de/en/press/.  

 

Please address any enquiries from TV stations directly to Tobias Steinigeweg from our 

production crew on +49 179 1263715 or at tobias@haveagoodone.net. 

mailto:d.evangelista@vitesseonline.it
https://riva.bike-festival.de/en/
https://riva.bike-festival.de/en/press/
mailto:tobias@haveagoodone.net

